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In a surprise vote at last

week’s county board meeting,

the Vilas County supervisors

rejected on a 11-6 vote the

recommendation of board

Chairman Ron DeBruyne to

fill a vacant supervisory seat.

DeBruyne recommended

Christopher Mayer of Lac du

Flambeau to fill the District

10 position left vacant follow-

ing the resignation of Al Bau-

man.
But that recommendation

was opposed by Supervisor

Bob Hanson, who claimed

there were 42 Wisconsin De-

partment of Revenue state

tax warrants filed against

Mayer.
DeBruyne indicated

Mayer had previously served

10 years on the county board

and currently serves on the

Lac du Flambeau Town

Board. DeBruyne said he re-

ceived notice of two persons

who were interested in the

position and he received

emails by persons who ex-

pressed concerns. He did not

name the other person seek-

ing the appointment.

An email sent to all super-

visors by Mel and Kay Hoff of

Lac du Flambeau supported

the second person who ap-

plied, who was Joseph Wild-

cat Sr., to be appointed.

The Hoffs wrote Wildcat

was “very receptive to listen-

ing to new ideas . . . and he

Vilas supervisors
reject DeBruyne’s 

board appointment

Residents in the Phelps

School District will vote on

another six-year referen-

dum next Tuesday, April 6,

to exceed the state-man-

dated revenue cap by

$1,182,000.

The referendum amount

is exactly the same as the

last six years, with no in-

crease to property taxes, ac-

cording to District Admin -

istrator Delnice Hill.

“This was made possible

by all Phelps School District

staff and administration

working diligently over the

last six years to find savings

while providing an excellent

education for our students,”

said. “Phelps School District

is asking to continue the

same tax support the com-

munity is currently doing,

which is $1.18 million annu-

ally.”
Hill said there are 102

Phelps students attending

Phelps School District and

22 children attending

Phelps Daycare. 

If approved, the referen-

dum dollars will commence

2021-’22 through the 2026-

’27 school year.

“Due to revenue caps set

in 1994 by the state, school

districts are expected to op-

erate on a budget from 27

years ago. With costs going

up every year, this is not fis-

cally feasible,” said Hill.

“Very few if any businesses

could maintain a 27-year-

old budget and stay in busi-

ness.
Due to these caps, many

school districts have gone to

Phelps voters to consider

$1.1 million referendum 

STANDING OUT — Frolicking in the leaves and trees with gray

and black squirrels on a morning last week, this albino squirrel
stood out against the springtime landscape. The photo was taken

just north of Three Lakes.            —Staff Photo by KURT KRUEGER

“It was the best of times,

it was the worst of times.”

That familiar quote

from Charles Dickens’ his-

torical 1859 novel “A Tale of

Two Cities” rings just as

true in 2021, as the na-

tion’s recycling industry

faces the dichotomy of

near-record levels of recy-

cling participation on one

hand and historically low

prices for recycling com-

modities on the other.

In some cases, there is

little to no market for some

materials, most notably

glass and Nos. 3-7 plastics,

which typically end up

buried in the nation’s land-

fills.
Such is the struggle fac-

ing the nation’s 300-plus

materials recovery facili-

ties (MRF), a $6.6 billion

industry as of 2019, accord-

ing to Waste Today maga-

zine. 
MRFs (pronounced

“murfs” in recycling indus-

try lingo) are specialized

plants that receive, sepa-

rate and prepare recyclable

materials for marketing to

end-user manufacturers.

Locally grappling with

the problem is the single-

stream MRF operated by

Eagle River-based Eagle

Waste & Recycling Inc., lo-

cated at 604 Jack Frost

Drive in the city’s North

Side Industrial Park. 

Eagle Waste & Recy-

cling is owned by Republic

Services, the nation’s sec-

ond-largest recycler and a

leader in the environmen-

tal services industry. Re-

public Services operates in

41 states and processes 6

million tons of recyclables

each year. 

Built at a cost of more

than $10 million in 2013,

Eagle Waste has twice ex-

panded its MRF to occupy

a footprint two and one-

half times the size of the

original structure. 

Eagle Waste & Recy-

cling municipal sales man-

ager Jim Whittinghill said

the company’s state-of-the-

art single-stream Eagle

River MRF, one of 76

owned by Republic, serves

a “huge area running west

to Chippewa County and

Eau Claire, east to Wau -

sau kee and Middle Inlet in

Marinette County, south to The cardboard and mixed paper line is a fast-

moving blur as Eagle Waste & Recycling em-
ployees cull any stray glass, plastic and metal

items.           —Staff Photo By ERIC JOHNSON
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Eagle Waste weathers headwinds 

in national, global recycling markets

Voters in the Northland

Pines School District will

have an election contest for

school board in the spring

election next Tuesday, April

6, as incumbent Phillip Ep-

ping is being challenged by

Erica Lane.
Epping represents the

member-at-large No. 1 seat

on the school board. All res-

idents in the Northland

Pines School District can

vote for all board seats.

School board incumbent

Becky Nordine (Area C-

Land O’ Lakes) is running

unopposed, as she also has

an expiring term.

Epping, a retired engi-

neer, has served on the

school board for five years,

first elected in April 2015.

Lane, a special education

teacher in the Three Lakes

School District, is running

for school board for the first

time. She previously taught

in the Northland Pines

School District.

A biographical sketch

and statement from each

candidate follows:

Phillip Epping

Epping has served on

the school board for the

past five years as an at-

large member, serving on

the Finance and Personnel

committees. He also has

served for three years on

the SOAR Governing

Board.
A town of Washington

resident for 12 years, Ep-

ping and his wife, Beverly,

have six adult children and

are legal guardians of a

high school student.

During his career, Ep-

ping has been a city engi-

neer and director of public

works for several cities, and

was an owner/manager of a

civil engineering and land

surveying consulting office. 

Epping has a Bachelor of

Science in civil engineering

from Marquette University,

Lane challenging incumbent Epping

for Northland Pines School Board seat
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Online Facts & Figures
Visitors Overview

www.vcnewsreview.com

Monthly Averages
Six-month average 

— 28,318 visits — 57,733 page views
— 14,799 users — 2:19 time on site
— 5.73% bounce rate — 50.5% new visits

Consider 
the following

n 79% of respondents agree community newspapers
“provide valuable local shopping and advertising infor-
mation.”

n 24% of all respondents rate community newspapers as
their primary “go-to” source for local purchasing deci-
sions, higher than any other medium.

n Readers of community newspapers rely even more so
on their local papers for advertising information (at
32%) and far higher than any other medium.

n On the issue of trustworthiness, community newspa-
pers represent a more trusted news source (5.77 on a
10-point scale) than other news sources, rating higher
than national network TV news (5.13), cable TV news
shows (4.6) and all others.

Source: National Newspaper Association of America’s 2019 Community Newspaper Readership Survey

Below are the key highlights from the Newspaper Association
of America’s 2019 national study of consumers, 

advertising and media usage

n Similar to past polls, television (at 38%) and newspapers
(35%) rate as the top two primary sources of information
respondents most rely on for information about local com-
munities.

n A combined 64% of households read a community news-
paper.
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